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Project History

8" Avenue Souttonceserved as SoutB AAOO1 A
primary industrial and transportation corridor

linking south King Countyvith downtown Seattle

for vehicles and trolley linescross the W.T.

Whitfield Bridge over the Duwamish RiverThe

bridge was removed in 193he trolley tracks

ripped up,and the area continued to be an

industrial cluster, despite a lack of municipal RS
infrastructure.The street still has original paving froma \
the early 1900s, and was never upgraded with .
stormwater service through curbs and gutter§he Y 4’
street is currently dusy industrial hub, with
manufacturing, recycling, warehousing, distribution,
multi-modal freight transfer, and other activities
occurring daily

In this area ofzeorgetown despite an increase in
residents andusinesses moving to the area,
employeesand residentsieal with drainage
problems, hazardous intersections, lack of organizec | .
parking, and streets in disrepair.

Georgetown and other South Seattle communities & *
arealso underserved witbpen space, tree canopy,
and safe places for workers and asnts to enjoy o
their natural environment. Over 1200 people live in
Georgetown, and thousands more come to work
there every day.

Since 1994, Georgetown residertislped maintaina
smallshoreline street end called Gateway Park Nort
a PROParks Acquisitin property at the end of 8
Avenue South on th®uwamish River. Through a
2005 community visioningrocess, the Georgetown
community identified &' Avenue South and Gateway #*
Park North as valued elements of their neighborhooc#
and worth protecting and enhancing for the public & 1 A
and environmental bnefit. R

-

Before the project, residents ariddustrialbusinesses had little opportunity to collaborate.
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Phases 1 & 2Working Group formation and design concepts

In 2005, leadership from the Georgetown Community Council, residents, small business owners, local
employees, City and County staff, urban design professionals, and stuflamted the "Georgetown
Riverview Restoration Project” (GRRP)itoprove8™ Avenue Souttfor pedestrians, trucks, and the
environment.The Working Group built up its participation and membershipidg 2005 dd¢ § O 0 E A
1 and 2 of the project, funded liwo small $15,000 matchingrgnts fromthe Seattle Department of
Neighborhoods. In Phase 1he Working Grougonducted outreach to residents and businesses,

through a new Georgetown email listserve, fliers, ddordoor outreach, several street cleanup

events, and monthly meetings.

Once the Working @up began to meet, common needs emerged between the truck drivers,
pedestrians, and other employees along the street:

1 Connectthe Georgetown communityo the Duwamish River

1 Organizeongoing stewardshimf the area

) i ) GEORGETOWN RIVERVIEW RESTORATION PROJECT
1 Increasepedestrian ad traffic safety for residents and Improved Streetscape for 8th Avenue South to Provide

Safe Access to Gateway Park North

businesses
Improveparking and truck mobility
Implementstormwater drainage and pollution control

Phase 2 of the
project focused on
designing and
building two
aboveground
planter boxes with
wheel stopgo
GOrganizd OEA
pedestrian and
parking areas
along one bloclof the street Through public workshops, ot
the group also created a concept design (pictured at right) NN
for the entirestreetscape orridor. The concept included a 1\ “:\.\‘l
redesigned intersection, places for employparking, semi A
truck waiting and parking, and natural drainage swales .
separating the roadway from the sidewalKhegroup
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Phase 3 Engineering and design

In 2008, he Working Group and design tearontinued working
together to engineer specific aspects tife streetwidedesign
from Phase 2Their group increased by addihgcalgovernment
staff, engineers, and landscape architetdsthe growing number
of 8" Avenue stakeholdersThe group was particularly interested
in designing a pilot natural drainage area well agan upgrade to
the current intersection Funding froma Seatle Department of
Neighborhoods Large Project Matching Fuatiowed the group
to closelyexamine engineering and street use of the intersectio
of 8" Avenue South and E. Marginal Way So(ithage below)A
final report aboutthis process can be found dte¢ web site listed
on the last page of this repart

w = The group also
focused ordrainage
issues alag 8th Avenue South in front of an industrial

property usingPuget Soundkeeper Allianceettlement

fundsand SDOT Neighborhood Street Fundghe

DOl EAAOGO Al i Pi AGEOU -tk OO1 OA.
contractorsto coordinate and OCAT EUA OEA DOl
" details, including the many meetings with City staff.

The 8" Avenued®) 1 AOGOOOEAT 300A1 COEDG
Projectused design recommendatios from Seattle

Public Utilitiessite visitsand Seattle University

engineering studentntern projecsfrom 2007 to identify

potential locations along 8 Avenue for spot drainage

solutions and stormwater filtrationThe GRRP Working

Group considezd costs, property ownership, location,
contamination, and other factors, to locata

demonstration project that has the greatest potential for
capturing and filtering stormwater prior to discharge into

the Duwamish Rivei8™ Avenue South is unique because

it has a 10Goot right-of-way, only 20 feet of which is

paved with concrete pads. The remainder of the

roadway is a 57oot wide dirt shoulder. This amount of

space was a blessing and a curse because while it was owned by the City, the City felt that the

adjacent property owners should be responsible for it, as if it was a typical sidewalk and planting strip
found in other areas of Seattle.

Markey Machinery, a marine winch manufacturer celebrating 100 years in business, sought to pave
their drivewaysacross the dirt shouldeas part of a larger site improvement projeeind chose to
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collaborate with the GRRP group. Markey Machine®s havingrouble getting a permit for the

pavingproject because any paving triggers drainage codes, and there wasn'tadyaimfrastructure

Ol EAT AT A AAAEOEIT Al OO1 O0i xAOGAO 11T nOE ! OA 31 0O¢
implemented yet in a Cigpwnedright-of-way adjacent to industrial property owners seeking to pave
driveways acrosa 57#foot unimproved rght-of-way.

Through several months of meetings and negotiation, sfadim SDOT and engineers from Bv
Design developeglans forA OAOE A O -O0 &0 D Bi@ABt®(xElE tA tapture and filter
stormwater that will flow from the paved drivewaareas, rather than forming large puddles in the dirt
shoulder.

The GRRRlIso developd EAST ‘
project signageyhich — ;‘“i‘;’iﬁ‘; ROW 1 PONDING DEPTH
highlighted the 35 ‘ L WALKWAY RAINGARDEN PLANTS TO
1 AE o e e o o 3 6 SE COORDINATED BY
I ECEAI OEI | Ao C ORAVEL 1 SD0T PROJECT MANAGER.
. TO BE [NSTALLED BY
project successes and S > L COMMUNITY
partnerships. Throughout the RETAN N K N R & BERM
project, the group also g SN IPUDRSTOVOTY .
organized severgbublic WATHE = . MATERIAL !
. BIORETENTION 1 1 SIORETENTION SOIL,
educationevents and TURF SOIL oyt o], LNOSCAPE U
t T—2" MIN. |—

opportunities to volunteer. In
addition, the groupdeveloped otreach materials for the projecincluding a web site, fliers, and
printed copies of the Phase 3 intersection design and natural drainage engineepag. COpies of
these materials can be fourat the web site listed on the last page of this report

Phase 4:implementing the Ondustrial Strength" Natural Drainage Project

Once the drainage engineers had desigribd natural drainage cells, the next stefsconstruct
proved to be more difficult.

Results of a 2006 Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment prepared by Portage Environmental Inc.,
found historical evidencef potential
sources of contaminatiom the street
right-of-way, including automotive fluids
heavy metalsas well as cadmiurand
other toxinsfrom current and historic street|
usage.Rainfalling on &' Avenue South
mixeswith municipal and industrial
contaminantsandcollects in standig
ponds in the streeor runs in sheet flows
along thestreet, where tests have shown
chemical accumulation along the runoff
pathwaystowards the Duwamish

The project was scheduled to be
constructed by SDOT in November 2008,
when results fronpreliminarysoil tests
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conducted by GRRP showed slightly elevatedels of contaminants in the area front of Markey
Machinery andheir next door neighboCDL Recycle (the old Sternoff Metals property§ince the
project is a municipatommunity-business partnership, and none of the parties wanted to assume the
riskof the potential contamination, the project was stalled uéhdership within the SDOT Street

Use departmentagreed to explore the soil further.

Theirdefense of the project moving forward wad@d: one was to honor the agreement \witMarkey
Machinep to finish theimproperty frontage; two was to the GRRP Working Group and the work done

and the money spent on design, planning and outreach; and three was to Seattle's industriainareas
generaland the need for newlrainageideas beyond pipes and vaulSDOT staff saw the GRRP

COT OP6O Al i1 EOI AT O O Geéndrea@ddhBrithese ypeAdfofectsOEA O OE A
elsewhere and understabthe project Overall, the City needs to hawdarity andconsistency

regarding castruction projects andhe drainage code going forward.

Inmid 2009, SDOT committed to conduct further soil testing using the Neighborhood Street Funds.

3$/ 480 OI EI

Gdundi@né thi $oil in fdmt Af MarkeyPNMachinery was below State

standards for heavy metals and PCBsil contamination is an important isste considerfor natural
drainage in industrial areas. Not ordip the property owners have to dispose of excavated soil
properly, but the swale design needs to include cleanae@ient soiandplants that can absorb
toxins, as well asonsider how people iV interact with the swales throughngoing maintenance.

In September 02009, Shauna WalgrenSDOTNeighborhood Street Fund ansfansportation
planning staff met with Markey Machinery staffral GRRP to decide on next steps including who was
going to pay for which parts of the projeet AOEAU - AAEET AOUh Ombrdation EOU 1 A

Department, and the community usinguget
SoundkeepeAlliance settlements fundbrought resources
to the table to share the overall costs of design and
engineering, construction, bioretention soil, plants, and
project coordination anadcommunity outreach.

s a7

OnOctober 143 $/ 4 AOAxO AGAAOAOAA X
cells along the Markey Machinery fence and then brought

in a layerof bioretention soil to fill in the bottom of the

swale. Unfortunately, a severe storm on October1#
dumpedover1d | £ OAET 1 ifloodrighe DOT EA
newly excavated swales amaeventdthe GRRP from

planting the sameweekend a scheduled work party

The GRRP decided to delay the planting until Markey
Machinery had finished paving the pedestrian walkways,
installing a new wought iron fence andhe wheel stops
made out of recycled car parts purchased specifically for
the project.

Specific funds through the Puget Soundkeeper Alliance
settlement purchased special bioretention soil, landscape
design and plantig expertise, food for volunteers, a

Georgetown Community Council
PO Box 80021, Seattle, WA 98108

-5



