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Seattle is known 

for its rain.  

But have you 

stopped to think 

about what happens 

when it rains here?

Laura Treadway



150 years ago, this is what our region looked like. When 

it rained, water soaked into the ground, percolated into 

the soil, and fed rivers and trees.



David Shankbone

Rain now 

falls onto 

buildings and 

paved roads 

ïall sorts of 

impervious 

surfaces ï

and flows into storm 

drains, picking up 

pollutants along the 

way.



Stormwater is ñdeath by 1000 cutsò to 

Puget Sound

According to Department of Ecology, approximately 14 

million pounds of heavy metals, flame retardants, 

dioxins, oil and grease, and other dangerous pollutants 

are washing into the Sound each year ïand thatôs a 

conservative estimate. (Sightline)



Stormwater is now 

the #1 cause of 

pollution in Puget 

Sound.

Laura Treadway
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With no other place to go, rainwater runoff overwhelms 

our stormwater system, causing flooding, landslides, 

and other forms of property damage.


